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DETAILED ACTION 

Status of Claims 

1 . In response filed December 29, 201 0, the Applicant amended claims 11,1 4-20, 
22-25, 31 , 38, 40-42 and 44. Claims 46-50 are newly introduced. Claims 11,1 4-20, 22- 
29, 31-34, 36-50 are pending in the current application. 

Election/Restrictions 

2. Applicant's election with traverse of claims 24-29, 31 -34, 36-41 and 44 in the 
reply filed on April 18, 201 1 is acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that the 
groups are not independent or distinct and no serious burden exists for examining the 
groups together. This is found to be persuasive and the restriction requirement 
between Group I and Group II has been withdrawn. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 24 and 42 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 24-29, 33, 34, 36-40 and 44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ogg et al in view of U.S. Pub No 2003/0014376 to DeWitt et al in 
further view of U.S. Pub No 2005/0077346 to Dutta et al. 
Referring to claim 24: 

A method for creating postage stamps for use on mail pieces, comprising: 
Ogg et al disclose 

Calculating a postage amount due for each of the mail pieces; [0031], [0032] 
Printing, by a printer on blank labels, the valid postage labels comprising postage 

indicia corresponding to the postage amount calculated for the mail pieces [0031]- 

[0036] and 

Applying the valid postage labels to the associated mail pieces. [0026] 
Ogg et al do not expressly disclose 

Creating valid postage labels associated with each of the mail pieces before the 
mail pieces arrive at a location comprising postage stamp applicator; 

DeWitt et al disclose creating valid postage labels associated with each of the 
mail pieces before the mail pieces arrive at a location comprising postage stamp 
applicator; [0086] 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made for Ogg et al to include the high-speed mail processing 
system as disclosed by DeWitt et al since the claimed invention is merely a combination 
of old elements, and in the combination creating postage labels with matching serial 
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numbers as disclosed by Ogg et al and the high-speed mail processing system of 
DeWitt et al would have continued to perform the same function as it did separately. 
Therefore, one ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that the results of the 
combination were predictable. 

Ogg et al do not expressly disclose wherein the postage label does not display 
the permit information in the human readable portion of the postage label. 

Dutta et al disclose a permit mail system wherein the human readable portion of 
the postage label does not include permit information. (Fig 2; [0008]) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made for Ogg et al to include the permit mail information 
encoding feature as disclosed by Dutta et al since the claimed invention is merely a 
combination of old elements, and in the combination each element merely would have 
performed the same function as it did separately. Therefore, one ordinary skill in the art 
would have recognized that the results of the combination were predictable. 

Referring to claim 25: 

Ogg et al disclose 

The method of claim 24 further comprising: 

Monitoring the quality of the valid postage labels to ensure that the proper 
postage valid postage labels were printed [0040] 
Referring to claim 26: 

Ogg et al do not expressly disclose monitoring the quality of the mail pieces to 
ensure that the valid postage labels have been properly applied. 
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DeWitt et al disclose monitoring the quality of the mail pieces to ensure that the 
valid postage labels have been properly applied. [0095] 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made for Ogg et al to include the high-speed mail processing 
system as disclosed by DeWitt et al since the claimed invention is merely a combination 
of old elements, and in the combination creating postage labels with matching serial 
numbers as disclosed by Ogg et al and the high-speed mail processing system of 
DeWitt et al would have continued to perform the same function as it did separately. 
Therefore, one ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that the results of the 
combination were predictable. 

Referring to claim 27: 

Ogg et al do not expressly disclose 

Monitoring the quality of the mail pieces to ensure that the postage indicia 
represents a proper postage amount. [0032] 

DeWitt et al disclose monitoring the quality of the mail pieces to ensure that the 
postage indicia represents a proper postage amount. [0095] 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made for Ogg et al to include the high-speed mail processing 
system as disclosed by DeWitt et al since the claimed invention is merely a combination 
of old elements, and in the combination creating postage labels with matching serial 
numbers as disclosed by Ogg et al and the high-speed mail processing system of 
DeWitt et al would have continued to perform the same function as it did separately. 
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Therefore, one ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that the results of the 
combination were predictable. 

Referring to claim 28: 

Ogg et al disclose 

The method of claim 24 wherein the calculating step further comprises: 
Determining a destination for a mail piece; (Fig 4) 

Calculating the postage amount based upon the destination of the mail piece 

[0031] 

Referring to claim 29: 

Ogg et al disclose 

The method of claim 24 wherein the calculating step further comprises: 
Determining a weight for a mail piece;[0032] 

Calculating the postage amount based upon the weight of the mail piece. [0032] 
Referring to claim 33: 

Ogg et al disclose 

The method of claim 24 wherein the blank labels comprise a roll of blank labels 
that are printed in series. [0035] 
Referring to claim 34: 
Ogg et al disclose 

The method of claim 24 wherein the blank labels comprise a sheet of blank 
labels. [0035] 

Referring to claim 36: 
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Ogg et al disclose 

The method of claim 24 wherein the blank labels comprise a serial number. 

[0036] 

Referring to claim 37: 

Ogg et al disclose 

The method of claim 36 further comprising: 
Verifying that the serial number is valid. [0039] 
Referring to claim 38: 
Ogg et al disclose 

The method of claim 36 wherein the printed postage indicia includes the serial 
number. (Fig 6) 

Referring to claim 39: 
Ogg et al disclose 

The method of claim 24 wherein the printing step further comprises: 

Receiving label stock having a pre-printed serial number, the pre-printed serial 
number including a master serial number; [0036] 

Generating postage indicia using the master serial number, pre-printed serial 
number, and required request; [0036] and 

Printing the postage indicia on the label stock. [0036] 

Referring to Claim 40: 

Ogg et al do not expressly disclose verifying that the correct valid postage labels 
are applied to each mail piece. 
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DeWitt et al disclose coordinating the operation of the postage stamp applicator 
and the location of the mail piece to ensure that the correct valid postage labels are 
applied to each envelope. [0081]-[0083] 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made for Ogg et al to include the high-speed mail processing 
system as disclosed by DeWitt et al since the claimed invention is merely a combination 
of old elements, and in the combination creating postage labels with matching serial 
numbers as disclosed by Ogg et al and the high-speed mail processing system of 
DeWitt et al would have continued to perform the same function as it did separately. 
Therefore, one ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that the results of the 
combination were predictable. 

Referring to Claim 44: 

Ogg et al disclose the method of claim 24 wherein the valid postage labels 
display a postage amount in an increment that is available from the delivery service. 
(Fig 3, Fig 6) 

6. Claims 31 , 32 and 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Pub No. 2002/0073039 to Ogg et al in view of U.S. Pub No. 2001/0037320 to 
Allport et al in further view of U.S. Pub No 2003/0014376 to DeWitt et al in further view 
of Dutta et al. 

Referring to claim 31 : 
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Ogg et al disclose printing an image on the blank labels, wherein each of the 
postage indicia are associated with a mail piece that is designated for a particular 
recipient; [0037] 

Ogg et al does not expressly disclose wherein the image is selected based upon 
one or more characteristics of the particular recipient. 

Allport et al disclose printing a postage indicia label wherein the image is 
selected based upon one or more characteristics of the particular recipient. [0029], 
[0032] 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made for Ogg et al to combine the image selection for postal 
indicia as discloses by Allport et al since the claimed invention is merely a combination 
of old elements, and in the combination each element merely would have performed the 
same function as it did separately, and one ordinary skill in the art would have 
recognized that the results of the combination were predictable. 

Referring to claim 32: 

Ogg et al disclose each of the postage stamps are associated with a mail piece 
that is designated for a particular recipient;(Fig 9 and 10) Ogg et al does not expressly 
disclose that the image is selected based upon a characteristic of the recipient, and the 
characteristics are selected from the group consisting of: 

The recipient's age; 

The recipient's sex; 

The recipient's occupation; and 
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The recipient's location. 

Allport et al disclose selecting an image basing upon a characteristic of the 
recipient wherein the characteristics are selected from the group consisting of: the 
recipient's sex, the recipient's location. [0032] 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made for Ogg et al to combine the image selection based on 
certain recipient characteristics as discloses by Allport et al since the claimed invention 
is merely a combination of old elements, and in the combination each element merely 
would have performed the same function as it did separately, and one ordinary skill in 
the art would have recognized that the results of the combination were predictable. 

Referring to Claim 41 : 

Ogg et al disclose printing an image on the blank labels, wherein each of the 
postage indicia are associated with a mail piece that is designated for a particular 
recipient; [0037] 

Ogg et al does not expressly disclose wherein each of the valid postage labels 
comprise an image and each of the image is selected based on recipient characteristics 
of a particular one of the mail pieces. 

Allport et al disclose printing a postage indicia label wherein the image is 
selected based upon one or more characteristics of the particular recipient. [0029], 
[0032] 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made for Ogg et al to combine the image selection for postal 
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indicia as discloses by Allport et al since the claimed invention is merely a combination 
of old elements, and in the combination each element merely would have performed the 
same function as it did separately, and one ordinary skill in the art would have 
recognized that the results of the combination were predictable. 

7. Claims 42 and 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ogg et al in view of Allport et al in view of Beaudoin et al in further view of U.S. Pat 
No 4,876,000 to Mkihail. 

Referring to Claim 42: 

Creating a machine generated postage stamp, by a high speed mail item 
computer processing system, said creating including: 
Ogg et al disclose 

Receiving, by the mail item computer processing system, information associated 
with each of a plurality of mail pieces, wherein the mail item computer processing 
system determines a postage amount for each postage indicia to be printed based on 
the information; [0026], [0031]-[0033] and 

Printing, by a printer, said machine generated postage stamp including a postage 
indicium and an image, wherein the postage indicium is associated with a particular one 
of the plurality of mail pieces and bears the determined postage amount, [0031]-[0036] 

Ogg et al do not expressly disclose wherein the image is selected based on 
characteristics of a recipient of the particular one of the plurality of mail pieces; 
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Allport et al disclose that images can be selected and printed as part of the 
postage indicia where the image varies based on certain recipient characteristics. 
[0029], [0032] 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made for Ogg et al to vary the images printed on the plurality 
of labels as disclosed by Allport et al since the claimed invention is merely a 
combination of old elements, and in the combination the element of printing postage 
indicia and the element of selecting the image would have functions the same as it did 
separately, and one ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that the results of the 
combination were predictable, and 

Ogg et al disclose affixing the machine generated postage stamp to the mail 
pieces [0026] Ogg et al does not expressly disclose affixing the machine generated 
postage stamp to the mail piece to provide mail pieces processed by the high speed 
mail item computer processing system that have the appearance of a mail piece 
comprising a postage stamp that was obtained from a delivery service and was applied 
by hand. 

Beaudoin et al disclose applying, by a high speed mail item processing computer 
system, said valid postage labels to said particular one of the plurality of mail pieces, 
wherein said mail pieces have an appearance of a mail item comprising a postage 
stamp that was obtained from a delivery service that was applied by hand, wherein said 
appearance of said mail item comprising a postage stamp that was obtained from a 
delivery service and was applied by hand is achieved at least in part by said valid 
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postage labels being formatted as said postage stamp that was obtained from said 
delivery service, (col 4: lines 4-14; col 5: lines 25-39) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made for Ogg et al to incorporate the high-speed letter 
processing system as disclosed by Beaudoin et al since the claimed invention is merely 
a combination of old elements, and in the combination each element merely would have 
performed the same function as it did separately. In the present invention, the 
monitoring, determining, printing and applying postage indicia steps disclosed by Ogg et 
al will be performed the same when combined into a high-speed mail processing system 
as disclosed by Beaudoin et al, thus one ordinary skill in the art would have recognized 
that the results of the combination were predictable. 

Ogg et al and Beaudoin et al do not expressly disclose wherein the machine 
generated postage stamp is at least two separate labels appearing to be at least two 
different postage stamps which display postage amounts in increments that are offered 
by the delivery service and the at least two postage amounts displayed by the at least 
two separate labels total at least the determined postage amount. 

Mkihail disclose the feature of having at least two postage stamps displaying 
postage amounts in increments that are offered by the delivery service and the at least 
two postage amounts displayed by the at least two separate labels total at least the 
determined postage amount, (col 2: lines 29-33) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made for Ogg et al to combine the feature of having a 
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plurality of stamps on a mail piece which total at least the determine postage amount 
appropriate for the mail piece as disclosed by Mikihail since the claimed invention is 
merely a combination of old elements, and in the combination each element merely 
would have performed the same function as it did separately. Therefore, one ordinary 
skill in the art would have recognized that the results of the combination were 
predictable. 

Referring to Claim 43: 

Ogg et al disclose at least two of the machine generated postage stamp bear 
different postage amounts [0031], Ogg et al do not expressly disclose the method of 
claim 42 wherein at least two of the machine generated postage stamp bear different 
images and different postage amounts. 

Allport et al disclose machine generated postage stamp bear different images 
and different postage amounts. [0028], [0029], [0032] 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made for Ogg et al to vary the images printed on the plurality 
of labels as disclosed by Allport et al since the claimed invention is merely a 
combination of old elements, and in the combination the element of printing postage 
indicia and the element of selecting different mage would have functions the same as it 
did separately, and one ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that the results of 
the combination were predictable 
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8. Claim 45 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ogg et 
al in view of Allport et al in view of Beaudoin et al in view of Mkihail in further view of 
Dutta et al. 

Referring to Claim 45: 

Ogg et al do not expressly disclose wherein no human readable portions of said 
valid postage labels display permit information. 

Dutta et al disclose a permit mail system wherein the human readable portion of 
the postage label does not include permit information. (Fig 2; [0008]) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made for Ogg et al to include the permit mail information 
encoding feature as disclosed by Dutta et al since the claimed invention is merely a 
combination of old elements, and in the combination each element merely would have 
performed the same function as it did separately. Therefore, one ordinary skill in the art 
would have recognized that the results of the combination were predictable. 

9. Claims 1 1 , 1 5, 20, 22, 23 and 46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ogg et al in view of Mkihail. 

Referring to Claim 46: 

An mail processing system comprising: 

Ogg et al disclose 

A controller operable to receive information associated with each respective mail 
piece of a plurality of mail pieces, wherein the received information is used by the 
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controller to determine a required amount of postage for said each respective mail 
piece. [0031]-[0034] 

A postage evidencing system operable to print a postage label for a particular 
mail piece of the plurality of mail pieces;[0037] 

An applicator operable to apply the postage label to the particular mail piece. 

[0037] 

Ogg et al do not expressly disclose wherein the postage label comprises at least 
two postage stamps which display postage amounts that total at least the determined 
required amount of postage. 

Mkihail disclose the feature of having at two separate labels on a mailpiece that 
total at least the determined postage amount, (col 2: lines 29-33) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made for Ogg et al to combine the feature of having a 
plurality of stamps on a mail piece which total at least the determine postage amount 
appropriate for the mail piece as disclosed by Mikihail since the claimed invention is 
merely a combination of old elements, and in the combination each element merely 
would have performed the same function as it did separately. Therefore, one ordinary 
skill in the art would have recognized that the results of the combination were 
predictable. 

Referring to claim 11: 

Ogg et al disclose 
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The system of claim 46 wherein the received information associated with said 
each respective mail piece comprises a required postage amount. [0031] 
Referring to claim 15: 
Ogg et al disclose 

The system of claim 46 wherein the postage evidencing system is operable to 
print a plurality of postage labels wherein a single image is printed on the plurality of 
valid postage labels; and wherein the plurality of valid postage labels are printed with 
indicia representing at least two different postage amounts. (Fig 6) 

Referring to claim 20: 

Ogg et al disclose 

The system of claim 46 wherein a blank printing medium upon which the valid 
postage labels are printed comprise a serial number. [0036] 
Referring to claim 22: 
Ogg et al disclose 

The system of claim 20 wherein the printed postage indicia includes the serial 
number. [0036] 

Referring to claim 23: 
Ogg et al disclose 

The system of claim 46 wherein the postage evidencing system is operable to: 
Receive label stock having a pre-printed serial number, the pre-printed serial 
number including a master serial number; [0036] 
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Generate the valid postage label using the master serial number, pre-printed 
serial number, and determined required amount of postage [0036]; and 
Print the valid postage label comprising the postage stamps. [0036] 

1 0. Claims 1 4, 1 6, 1 7 and 47 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ogg et al in view of Mkihail in further view of Allport. 
Referring to Claim 47: 

Ogg et al do not expressly disclose wherein at least one of the two postage 
stamps comprise an image selected based upon one or more characteristics of a 
recipient of the particular mail piece; 

Allport et al disclose that images can be selected and printed as part of the 
postage indicia where the image varies based on certain recipient characteristics. 
[0029], [0032] 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made for Ogg et al to vary the images printed on the plurality 
of labels as disclosed by Allport et al since the claimed invention is merely a 
combination of old elements, and in the combination the element of printing postage 
indicia and the element of selecting the image would have functions the same as it did 
separately, and one ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that the results of the 
combination were predictable. 

Referring to claim 14: 
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Ogg et al disclose each of the postage stamps are associated with a mail piece 
that is designated for a particular recipient;(Fig 9 and 10) Ogg et al does not expressly 
disclose that the image is selected based upon a characteristic of the recipient, and the 
characteristics are selected from the group consisting of: 

The recipient's age; 

The recipient's sex; 

The recipient's occupation; and 

The recipient's location. 

Allport et al disclose selecting an image basing upon a characteristic of the 
recipient wherein the characteristics are selected from the group consisting of: the 
recipient's sex, the recipient's location. [0032] 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made for Ogg et al to combine the image selection based on 
certain recipient characteristics as discloses by Allport et al since the claimed invention 
is merely a combination of old elements, and in the combination the element of printing 
postage indicia and the element of selecting the image would have functions the same 
as it did separately, and one ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that the 
results of the combination were predictable. 

Referring to claim 16: 

Ogg et al disclose wherein the postage indicia printed on a plurality of valid 
postage labels represent a single postage amount. [0037] Ogg et al does not expressly 
disclose wherein the plurality of valid postage labels are printed with varying images. 
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Allport et al disclose that images can be selected and printed as part of the 
postage indicia where the image varies based on certain recipient characteristics. 
[0029], [0032] 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made for Ogg et al to vary the images printed on the plurality 
of labels as disclosed by Allport et al since the claimed invention is merely a 
combination of old elements, and in the combination the element of printing postage 
indicia and the element of selecting the image would have functions the same as it did 
separately, and one ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that the results of the 
combination were predictable. 

Referring to claim 17: 

Ogg et al disclose wherein the determined required amount of postage vary 
based on weight and recipient location [0033]. Ogg et al does not expressly disclose 
that the images on the labels also vary. 

Allport et al disclose that images can be selected and printed as part of the 
postage indicia where the image varies based on certain recipient characteristics. 
[0029], [0032] 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made for Ogg et al to vary the images printed on the plurality 
of labels as disclosed by Allport et al since the claimed invention is merely a 
combination of old elements, and in the combination the element of printing postage 
indicia and the element of selecting the image would have functions the same as it did 
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separately, and one ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that the results of the 
combination were predictable. 

1 1 . Claim 48 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ogg et 
al in view of Mkihail in further view of DeWitt. 

Referring to Claim 48: 

Ogg et al do not expressly disclose verifying the postage label is properly applied 
to the particular mail piece. 

DeWitt et al disclose coordinating the operation of the postage stamp applicator 
and the location of the mail piece to ensure that the correct valid postage labels are 
applied to each envelope. [0081]-[0083] 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made for Ogg et al to include the high-speed mail processing 
system as disclosed by DeWitt et al since the claimed invention is merely a combination 
of old elements, and in the combination creating postage labels with matching serial 
numbers as disclosed by Ogg et al and the high-speed mail processing system of 
DeWitt et al would have continued to perform the same function as it did separately. 
Therefore, one ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that the results of the 
combination were predictable. 

1 2. Claim 49 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Ogg et 
al in view of Mkihail in further view of U.S. Pat No 6,520,342 to Dumke et al. 
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Referring to Claim 49: 

Ogg et al do not expressly disclose rejecting a particular mail piece if the postage 
label is not properly applied. 

Dumke et al disclose a product label handling system wherein the system verifies 
if a label is properly applied to the item and treat the item accordingly, (col 19: lines 50- 
60) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made for Ogg et al to incorporate the label verification 
feature as disclosed by Dumke et al since the claimed invention is merely a combination 
of old elements, and in the combination each element merely would have performed the 
same function as it did separately. Therefore, one ordinary skill in the art would have 
recognized that the results of the combination were predictable. 

1 3. Claims 18,19 and 50 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ogg et al in view of Mkihail in further view of Beaudoin et al. 
Referring to Claim 50: 

Ogg et al do not expressly disclose wherein the particular mail piece has an 
appearance of a mail item comprising a mail stamp that was obtained from a delivery 
service and was applied by hand, 

Beaudoin et al disclose a mailing system wherein said mail pieces have an 
appearance of a mail item comprising a postage stamp that was obtained from a 
delivery service that was applied by hand, wherein said appearance of said mail item 
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comprising a postage stamp that was obtained from a delivery service and was applied 
by hand is achieved at least in part by said valid postage labels being formatted as said 
postage stamp that was obtained from said delivery service, (col 4: lines 4-14; col 5: 
lines 25-39) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made for Ogg et al to incorporate the high-speed letter 
processing system as disclosed by Beaudoin et al since the claimed invention is merely 
a combination of old elements, and in the combination each element merely would have 
performed the same function as it did separately. In the present invention, the 
monitoring, determining, printing and applying postage indicia steps disclosed by Ogg et 
al will be performed the same when combined into a high-speed mail processing system 
as disclosed by Beaudoin et al, thus one ordinary skill in the art would have recognized 
that the results of the combination were predictable. 

Referring to claim 18: 

Ogg et al disclose the system of claim 46 wherein the valid postage labels are 
printed on a printing medium comprising a roll of blank labels that are printing in series, 
[0035] 

Ogg et al do not expressly disclose wherein the roll of printed valid postage 
labels appears to be a roll of postage stamps. 

Beaudoin et al disclose a high speed printing device for printing postage indicia 
on labels with a look and feel of a conventional United States postage stamp, (col 4: 
lines 4-14; col 5: lines 25-39) 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made for Ogg et al to include the look and feel of the postage 
label as disclosed by Beaudoin et al since the claimed invention is merely a combination 
of old elements, and in the combination the printing element and the making the 
postage label look like a United States postage stamp merely would have performed the 
same function as it did separately. Therefore, one ordinary skill in the art would have 
recognized that the results of the combination were predictable. 

Referring to claim 19: 

Ogg et al disclose 

The system of claim 46 wherein the valid postage labels are printed on a printing 
medium comprising a sheet of blank labels, [0035] 

Ogg et al do not expressly disclose wherein the sheet of printed valid postage 
labels appears to be a sheet of postage stamps. 

Beaudoin et al disclose a high speed printing device for printing postage indicia 
on labels with a look and feel of a conventional United States postage stamp, (col 4: 
lines 4-14; col 5: lines 25-39) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made for Ogg et al to include the look and feel of the postage 
label as disclosed by Beaudoin et al since the claimed invention is merely a combination 
of old elements, and in the combination the printing element and the making the 
postage label look like a United States postage stamp merely would have performed the 
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same function as it did separately. Therefore, one ordinary skill in the art would have 
recognized that the results of the combination were predictable. 

Conclusion 

14. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to RUTAO WU whose telephone number is (571 )272- 
3136. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached on (571)272-6708. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. 



/RUTAO WU/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3628 



